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Our 2023-2024 Annual Report reflects our 

continuing tenacity, capacity, and flexibility 

to innovate. The highlights and positive 

impacts captured over the past financial 

year provide a snapshot of who we are, our 

people and culture, and how we collaborate 

with community partners to deliver 

services that support our community. 

Thank you to our teams, our partners, our 

Board, and our volunteers for their ongoing 

support in promoting positive childhoods. 

Meerilinga’s position supports the principle 

of a national process of ‘agreement-making’ 

and ‘truth-telling’ between governments and 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are 

consistent with the Urulu Statement. This   principle 

is core to Meerilinga’s work in ensuring that 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders have their views 

heard about the services, employment, and policies of 

Meerilinga that impact or affect their lives.

We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians 

of Ballardong, Wadjuk, and Noongar Boodja, 

where Meerilinga’s main offices are located, 

and recognise their continuing connection to 

land, water and community.

We respectfully acknowledge the Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people and Elders, 

past and present in the spirit of reconciliation.

KAYA / WELCOME

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  

OF COUNTRY
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What a wonderful year it has been! Building on the fantastic work done 

in the past, as the new CEO, I have embraced this “new season” with 

a strategy aimed at enhancing our impact and continuing our 

legacy of empowering children, families and communities.

Children’s Week, although different this year, was a resounding 

success with two impactful pillar events at Bullsbrook and Caralee. 

Additionally, we supported 75 regional organisations with grants, 

broadening our reach and impact across the community.

Our six Children and Community Services have flourished, with 

attendance numbers increasing by 7.5% and average utilisation rising 

from 70% to 75%. The quality of our services has also seen improvement 

as best practices are shared between our centers. We are proud to announce 

that the Woodvale Centre was awarded Winner in the Excellence in Best Practice Award 

at the annual industry awards, with our Beechboro Centre and Lisa Humphreys being 

recognised as runner-ups for Outstanding Commitment to Reconciliation and Cultural 

Responsiveness award and Educator of the year award, respectively.

Our Meerilinga Training College achieved an extraordinary milestone by obtaining 

immediate 100% compliance in its once-in-7-years re-registration audit by the Training 

Accreditation Council, a rare achievement. Our revised model, focusing more on trainees, 

has been successful, resulting in a 50% increase in trainee numbers over the year. The 

launch of the college-specific website has contributed to attracting more potential 

students and enhancing their user experience.

Our Parenting Services team had another strong year and continued to make significant 

contributions to many parents and families. Our partnership with the Telethon Kids 

Institute, which delivers the Moort Dandjoo Kaadadjiny (Family Together Learning) 

Aboriginal playgroup at the Caralee Community School, has continued to grow and impact 

the community.

None of the above would have been possible without the dedication and hard work of our 

staff and volunteers along with the support of our sponsors and Board members. Your 

invaluable contributions have made this stellar year a reality for Meerilinga. Thank you for 

your unwavering support and commitment.

As we look to the future, we remain dedicated to our mission of supporting children, 

families, and communities. Together, we will continue to build on this year’s successes 

and embrace the opportunities that lie ahead.

Jake Breytenbach

Chief Executive OfÏcer

A MESSAGE FROM OUR CEO
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR INTERIM PRESIDENT

It has been a year of change at Meerilinga, as we continue to demonstrate 

our strong commitment to early childhood education, community 

engagement, and strategic growth under new leadership.

In February 2024, President Bruno Camarri AM LLB stepped down  after  

30 years of service. His commitment has left a lasting impact on  

Meerilinga. In August 2023, Lesley Moreschi retired after contributing 

more than 20 years of service, for the last decade as Chief Executive  

Officer. On behalf of the Board of Governors and the 

Meerilinga team, we express our sincere gratitude to Bruno and 

Lesley for their dedication and support. We wish them all the  

best in their retirement.

In July 2023, we sold and vacated our long-term premises in West Leederville 

paving the way for exciting developments to bring our new strategic directions to life.

In August 2023, the Board announced that Jake Breytenbach had been appointed as the new  

Chief Executive Officer, bringing diverse leadership experience to Meerilinga. Since his appointment, 

Jake has embraced the role with enthusiasm and spent time getting to know the team, our services, 

and stakeholders.

Other highlights of the year include:

•	 Woodvale Early Learning Centre won the Excellence in Best Practice Award at the annual Early 

Childhood Learning & Development Sector Awards.

•	 Expansion of the Early Learning Program to include Hilton.

•	 Meerilinga Training College achieved re-registration with the Training Accreditation Council.

•	 Successful implementation of Children’s Week, celebrating the rights of the child.

•	 Celebration of First Nations’ culture during annual NAIDOC Week celebrations at all our Children 

and Community Centres.

•	 Securing funding from Lotterywest for Children’s Week 2024 initiatives.

•	 Securing Empowering Communities funding from the Department of Communities.

We have also focused on stakeholder engagement and constructive engagement with Local, State 

and Federal Government. In June 2024, we welcomed the Hon Sabine Winton MLA, Minister for 

Minister for Early Childhood Education to our Beechboro services, along with local Members the Hon 

Lorna Harper MLC, Member for East Metropolitan Region and the Hon Dave Kelly MLA, Member for 

Bassendean.

We met with the Commissioner for Children and Young People, Jacqueline McGowan Jones, to 

discuss how we can work together to promote the United Nations Rights of the Child.

Overall, we are seeing an increase in demand for our services, including students enrolling in the 

Training College. This reflects our interest in community-based early childhood education and 

the holistic approach we take to community development. We believe in balancing teaching and 

learning and our play-based approach encourages our children to be curious - to wonder, to ask 

questions, and to explore the world around them.

We are optimistic about the future with new strategic directions in place and the year ahead focused 

on quality service delivery, growth and innovation.

The Board of Governors extends its sincere thanks to our dedicated team and to the children, families, 

communities and supporters for their trust and ongoing confidence in Meerilinga’s services.

Fiona Lander 

Interim President
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WHAT WE DO

Promoting 
Positive  

Childhoods
Meerilinga aims to build the capacity of  

families and communities to identify and 
respond to their own needs and develop 

strategies for healthy and  
happy childhoods.

Promoting  
Play with Purpose

Children are drawn to new and 

exciting experiences and have an 

innate ability to decide their own 

play based on their individual 

interests. Meerilinga promotes 

play with purpose by encouraging 

children to explore their world and 

create their own unique learning 

outcomes.

Promoting 
Professional 
Excellence

Meerilinga is committed to 

exceeding industry standards in 

every aspect of our organisation. 

This is achieved through a dedication 

to continuous improvement, best 

practice approaches, and strategic  

collaborations with  

other providers.

Promoting  
Health and 
Wellbeing  

Meerilinga encourages families and 

communities to prioritise health and 

wellbeing and recognise the importance 

of resilience. 

Programs, workshops, and other 

resources are made available to 

support families and communities in 

developing knowledge and skills 

in these areas.

ABOUT US
MEERILINGA

Meerilinga is a not-for-profit integrated organisation and registered charity that promotes the 

United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child by providing enriched early education 

experiences for children and through developing strong and connected communities.

Meerilinga provides early childhood and community services for the child and family services 

sectors, is a registered training organisation and contributes to the diverse education, policy 

and practice areas to empower children and families and improve practice in the sectors.

OUR VISION

Providing enriched early education experiences for children through developing strong and 

connected communities.

OUR MISSION

To be outstanding in the development and wellbeing of children and to support their families 

and community as a local, independent, charitable organisation.



7

Bruno Camarri AM LLB
President

FAREWELL TO BRUNO CAMARRI AM LLB 

It is with gratitude and sadness that we  

accepted Bruno’s resignation as President in 

February 2024.

Bruno commenced at Meerilinga in 1994 

as President of the Board of Governors, 

a position he served faithfully in for 30 

years! With a background in corporate law, 

business and finance, Bruno represented 

many diverse organisations throughout his 

career. As Chairman, Bruno’s expertise and 

leadership helped shape Meerilinga into an 

organisation providing high-quality early childhood 

education, parenting, training and community services.

The children at our services created a beautiful artwork for Bruno 

in recognition of his service as a farewell gift. The tree represents 

Meerilinga and the leaves are all the children that Meerilinga has 

supported to grow and flourish over the years.

We extend our sincere appreciation to Bruno for his 30 years of 

diligent dedication and service to Meerilinga.

Lesley Moreschi
Chief Executive OfÏcer

RETIREMENT OF LESLEY MORESCHI AS CEO

Meerilinga farewelled CEO Lesley Moreschi in 

August 2023 after more than 20 years of service. 

Through her tenure, Lesley facilitated growth 

within our programs and services to achieve 

best practice and quality results.

These milestones and achievements are 

a testament to her passion for our team, 

children, families and the community. Lesley 

also steered Meerilinga through the COVID-19 

pandemic, ensuring the safety of all our team 

members, children and families.

The Board and all staff are grateful to Lesley for her 

commitment to Meerilinga and wish her all the best for 

her next chapter.

OUR DEDICATED AND RETIRING STAFF
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MAJOR SPONSORS

PARTNERS

CHILDREN’S WEEK 2023
as convened in WA by

2023 WA Children’s Week followed the National 

Theme celebrating the United Nations Convention 

on the Rights of the Child Article 31: “Children 

have the right to relax, play and take part in 

activities they enjoy.” This theme was considered 

throughout planning and implementation of all 

Children’s Week activities.

We had many celebrations this year including: 

•	 Educated by Nature Incursions 

•	 Podcasts and Webinars

•	 The P.L.A.Y. Program

•	 Fuel to Go & Play Children’s Week Community 

Grant Program

•	 Bullsbrook Community Event

•	 Caralee Community Event

We held two main events for Children’s Week:  

the 2023 Fuel to Go and Play Children’s Week 

Bullsbrook Community Event which was a huge 

success, where families were encouraged to join 

Meerilinga at Brookbank Park, Kingsford Estate 

Bullsbrook. Then in the south we held the Caralee 

Community Event on the grounds of Caralee 

Community School.

Children’s Week is a national, annual event held in October and is dedicated 

to celebrating children and community. It is a time to promote awareness 

of Children’s Rights as proclaimed in 1954 by the United Nations and is 

an opportunity for the community to engage in a variety of activities that 

facilitate, support, and encourage children and their families to play, learn, 

and grow together.

A heartfelt thank you to Lotterywest, Healthway, The Department of Communities, The 

Department of Education, Caralee Primary School, Kingsford Estate, City of Swan, City of Melville 

and the WA community for their continued support of our Children’s Week celebrations.
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CHILDREN’S WEEK 2023

COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM 

The Fuel to Go & Play Children’s Week Community Grants Program was highly successful this 

year. We received 80 applications from regional and remote communities, and we were able 

to award grants to 75 organisations.

The Children’s Week Community Grant program was established to:

•	 Provide opportunities for regional and remote families to have fun together and increase their 

connection and sense of belonging with their community.

•	 Strengthen region and remote families by providing access to information and relevant 

community services to support overall health and wellbeing. This assists in increasing 

awareness of the needs, interests, rights, and achievements of children.

•	 Provide programs where children have an opportunity to learn through engaging activities 

and strengthening environments and communities.

This year’s grant program was huge! Advertising campaigns went out through social media as 

well as print distribution through eight regional community newspapers. Funding amounts this 

year were set to $500 - $1000 per successful grant applicant. Over $79,000 was distributed to 

regional and remote communities to host events that were attended by over 9,000 children and 

adults. The activities and events were so creative this year - it has been wonderful to see everyone’s 

evaluations and photos.
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AWARDS

Meerilinga was very privileged to attend The Early Childhood Learning and Development Sector 

Awards hosted by Child Australia. It was a wonderful event where achievements in our industry 

were celebrated by the Honourable Sabine Winton MLA and many distinguished guests. We were 

thrilled to feature in a number of ways, including:

3 NOMINATED FINALISTS

• �Woodvale was awarded winner for: 

"Excellence in Best Practice" (in particular for 

innovation and/or exceptional sustainable practice).

• �Lisa Humphreys Educator Beechboro awarded 

2nd place for the "Outstanding Early Childhood 

Educator Award".

• �Meerilinga was awarded 2nd place for 

"Outstanding Commitment to Reconciliation and 

Cultural Responsiveness".

SPONSORED AWARD

"Excellence in Outdoor Learning"

Congratulations to Sam and the Woodvale 

team, Lisa, Sarah & the Beechboro team for your 

outstanding achievements!
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CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT

Meerilinga respectfully acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people as Traditional Custodians of the Land in 

which we live and share. We respect the local perspectives, 

stories and knowledge shared with us as Custodians 

and in allowing us to enrich our lives through mutual 

knowledge and understanding. 

NAIDOC week has yet again been a highlight on the 

Meerilinga calendar.  Celebration events were hosted at all 

the Services, with the Beechboro event as a pillar event in 

their community. These events were not only attended by 

the children at the various Services, but also by their parents, 

family members, community members and local government 

officials. 

Our Advisor Cultural & Community Engagement, Mihi Betham, is on 

the Meerilinga RAP Advisory Team and works alongside the Kadadjiny 

Waabiny Aboriginal Playgroup at the Beechboro service.  The Kadadjiny 

Waabiny is a great program that supports Aboriginal parents in the 

community and provides a wonderful stepping stone for their children 

to primary school. Another key event this year was the running of the 

Fuel to Play and Go, P.L.A.Y. group (sponsored by Healthway) as a pilot 

project around Children’s Week. This 5-week program focused on 

educating little children in their Aboriginal culture and was attended 

by around 15-20 families on a regular basis.

•	 City of Swan

•	 City of Joondalup

•	 City of Cockburn

•	 City of Kalamunda

•	 City of Melville

•	 Kadadjiny Waabiny Moort 

(Families)

•	 Elders Beechboro/Midland

•	 Elders Hilton/Cockburn

•	 Koya Aboriginal Organisation

•	 Moorditjabiny Noongars

•	 Karla Hart Enterprise

•	 Koolangas Kreate

•	 Connecting the Dots

•	 Milliyaan Aboriginal Services

•	 SJOG Midland Aboriginal 

Health Services

•	 Swan Communities for 

Children

•	 Altone Youth

•	 White Lion

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
•	 Whadjuk Artist – Julianne Wade

•	 Valuing Children Initiative

•	 Brockman House

•	 West Beechboro PS

•	 Lockridge Kindilink

•	 SAM Sound and Mixing

•	 Sam Yomich  

Pilot-Kickett

•	 William Ponton

•	 Clan Midland

•	 Mundaring 

Parenting

•	 Foodbank WA

•	 Woolworths  

•	 Healthway

•	 NIAA

•	 Centrecare

•	 Wungening

•	 MIDLAS

“This group is inclusive  

and interactive, great for  

families with children aged 

birth – 4yrs. Meet other parents 

in the area, share experiences, 

cultures, skills and knowledge 

and develop support networks.  

Come and have a cuppa  

and a yarn.”

Aunty Sophia Thorne
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OUR YEAR IN FOCUS
Meerilinga volunteers continue to provide invaluable support across all locations with the many 

programs we deliver. This year we have seen an increase in students from all different disciplines 

joining Meerilinga Services from Curtin University, University of Western Australia and Edith 

Cowan University. Bankwest and Deloitte continued their yearly volunteering to support our 

services with many different jobs inside and outside being completed over one day. 

COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS
Our community volunteers continue to expand from volunteering in 

our Early Learning Program, supporting community programs such  

as our Woolworths Food Diversion program at our various locations  

and supporting our playgroup. Our volunteers came together for a  

high tea as a thank you for their amazing contributions to Meerilinga.  

Diana celebrated 6 years volunteering with Meerilinga Kingsley. She 

loves engaging with the children and watching them learn throughout the years.  

Eira celebrated 3 years with Meerilinga Woodvale. Eira is their gardening expert who  

has taught children, families and educators how to grow and care for the garden. 

EDITH COWAN UNIVERSITY PARTNERSHIP
Meerilinga continued their partnership by hosting six Edith Cowan 

University students across all locations who are completing their 

degree that incorporates children and community services studies. 

These students tasks ranged from grant writing, supporting the 

development, implementation and/or running of various programs 

as well as the day to day running of our services. Our Community 

Services Coordinators also support the students by visiting the 

campus to talk about what we do at Meerilinga. 

SECONDARY EDUCATION STUDENTS 
We have seen a high increase in secondary students interested in a career in early childhood. 

These students completed a professional practice within our various services in which they 

enjoyed engaging with the children and their families. These students also learnt from our 

highly skilled educators about working with young children and learning the career  

pathway to becoming and educator. 

VOLUNTEERING

32
REGISTERED

VOLUNTEERS

19 SECONDARY

STUDENTS

12
TERTIARY

STUDENTS
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OUR YEAR IN FOCUS
At Ballajura, there has been over 800 community workshops and 

activities, with 1200 participants over the last 12 months utilising 

the service.

With the cost of living crisis continuing we have seen food insecurity 

rise. To assist our community with this need we have increased our 

food diversion program with Woolworths Alexander Heights. Ensuring 

we can consistently provide food assistance has alleviated some 

families to have access to quality fresh food. 

Ballajura was also successful in partnering with CLAN Midland to 

deliver, “Being a Parent” course, which is a 9 week course assisting 

parents to learn practical communication strategies to bring up 

confident, happy children. This course was so successful we have 

arranged to deliver it again in term 3.

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

•	 Ballajura Community Hub

•	 Ballajura Library

•	 Lion Club

•	 Share the Dignity

•	 Midland Women’s Health Care Place (MWHCP)

•	 City of Swan Youth Development Officer 

•	 Secondbite

•	 Foodbank

•	 Paint the Swan Read

•	 CLAN Midland

•	 Woolworths Alexander Heights

•	 Brabham Community Development Facilitator

•	 Ngala

•	 Key Assets 

•	 CLAN Midland

•	 GIVIT

•	 Foodbank

•	 Early Years/Network Groups

•	 Linkwest Network

•	 Communicare, Inclusion Support

•	 State and Federal Members of Parliament

•	 Lorna Harper MP East Metro Region

“Thank you so much  
to the team for making  

this an easy transition for 
our son and us. He has 

never settled in like this  
at other centres, we are  

so grateful.”

Pre-Kindy Parent

CHILDREN & COMMUNITY SERVICES BALLAJURA

“We are so  
happy at Ballajura 

and blessed  
with incredible  

Educators.”

Pre-Kindy Parent



“I think the service  
is fantastic. Welcoming, a  

diverse and engaging program,  
the perfect combination in organised 

activities that expand children’s knowledge 
but also plenty of time to play. It’s definitely 

prepared my son for school kindy but 
allowed him time to still have uninterrupted 
play. Class sizes are great and well-staffed. 
Staff engage holistically with the children 
and show the children so much care and 
compassion. It is very organised and so it 

runs smoothly, creating a calm  
environment for children. Childrens’ 

individual needs are  
considered and met.”

Carla,  

Pre-Kindy Parent
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OUR YEAR IN FOCUS
Beechboro has had many successful events this 

year including our Pre-Kindy children enjoying a 

Teddy Bear’s Picnic at Beechboro Primary School, 

Brabham Smiles facilitating an incursion for 

Dental Health Week, having the ‘Being a Parent’ 

course run by CLAN Midland and starting the first 

ever Beechboro and surrounding areas Youth 

Network meetings in collaboration with the City of Swan. We have also 

welcomed back a full class of Certificate III Early Childhood Education 

and Care students to Beechboro, enjoyed our annual Harmony 

Week shared lunch, had a whole term of Cahoots ‘Hearts and Minds’  

after-school-program and started the ‘MyTime’ support group for parents 

of children with additional needs in partnership with Ngala. We have so 

much to look forward to including the National Simultaneous Storytime, 

National Reconciliation Week, our annual NAIDOC event at Ottawa Park and the painting of 

Beechboro’s very first street art mural, designed and painted by local youth.

CHILDREN & COMMUNITY SERVICES  

BEECHBORO

•	 City of Swan

•	 Swan Alliance

•	 BeFriend

•	 Woolworths Beechboro

•	 Linkwest

•	 Cahoots

•	 Keystart

•	 Moorditj Koort

•	 Mundaring Parenting

•	 Royal Life Saving WA

•	 Yalkarang Consulting

•	 Food Bank

•	 Ngala

•	 CLAN Midland

•	 Wanslea

•	 KidSafeWA

•	 Beechboro Primary School

•	 Brockman House

•	 West Beechboro PS

•	 Child Health Nurse

•	 Dave Kelly MLA

•	 East Beechboro PS

•	 Dr Anne Aly MP

•	 Kiara College

•	 Hampton SHS

•	 Containers for Change WA

•	 Meerilinga Training College 

•	 Donna Faragher MLC

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
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OUR YEAR IN FOCUS
One of the main highlights was the first time event in Bullsbrook 

hosting Children’s Week and attracting 2000+ attendees. 

Bullsbrook collaborated with City of Swan and Kingsford Estate 

allowing many community groups to come together to provide a  

fun-filled day for children and families. 

Bullsbrook Connect Playgroup has 29 families attending weekly 

allowing engagement with children building friendships and 

developing support networks. Children and parents develop with 

each activity and engage in purposeful play.

Our Junior Hangout has 40 children (6 – 13yrs) attending, and have 

branched out to Gidgeganup with a pilot Junior Hangout Program  

in term 2.

CHILDREN & COMMUNITY 

SERVICES BULLSBROOK

•	 Volunteers; Marta McKechnie, Pat Hope and Marion Cox

•	 Bullsbrook Residents and Ratepayers Association (BRRA)

•	 CoS Ethel Warren Community Library

•	 City of Swan

•	 Kingsford Estate

•	 Bullsbrook College

•	 Clan Midland

•	 Mundaring Parenting

•	 Bullsbrook Toy Library

•	 Bullseye Youth Centre

•	 Read, Play, Grow

•	 Food Sensations

•	 Royal Lifesaving Heartbeat 

•	 Memory Café

•	 Paint the Swan REaD

•	 Bullsbrook and Surrounds Home  

Schooling Network

•	 Rural Early years network Bloom

•	 Bullsbrook Community Kindy

•	 Hampton SHS

•	 Containers For Change WA

•	 Meerilinga Training College 

•	 Donna Faragher MLC

•	 CWA

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

“I love being able to go to  
playgroup with my 1-year-old  

son. The environment is warm and  
welcoming and there is always a good 

laugh with the parents, and it turns into 
a really nice close-knit community with 
the families that attend. I also love that 

Jess caters her play stations to all ages for 
children from infant sensory start  
play through to building blocks,  
playdough and paint/decorating  
for the older kids who attend.” 

Kalata Holling,

Bullsbrook Connect Parent

“I take (my son) to  
playgroup for the social  

interaction with others. I also go  
so that he can learn that there are  
other safe spaces and safe adults  

around where he is not having to be  
attached to me constantly and can  

explore in a safe and relaxed environment. 
I also love the fact he can experience 

different types of play that we don’t get to 
do at home or elsewhere, (he) loves it.” 

Michelle Keally,

Bullsbrook Connect Parent 
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“What an amazing job  
you all do! We are so grateful for  
all the meaningful effort you put  

into the program and your care for the 
kids. It is always so lovely to see the 

weekly update and photos, knowing that 
the kids are not just being  

“baby sat” but that you provide them 
with a stimulating, fun and safe 

environment. We’ve had our children  
at various child care / kinder settings 
over the years and your service is by  

far the best. Thank you!”

Pre-Kindy Parent

“Thank you for the stories  
of the week, and the details 
about Scarlett’s outcomes. 
Sounds like a great week  

despite the heat! 

Love to read about your  
work with identifying emotions 
with the kids, and mini beasts 

sound very cute.” 

Lucy,

Pre-Kindy Parent

OUR YEAR IN FOCUS
We are thrilled that our Bindi Kindi program has grown to  

4 days a week due to the demand for 2 year olds in  

the area.

Cockburn has a whole new team that are committed 

to teamwork and work well together, building 

relationships with the families and community. 

We have built a collaborative partnership with  

Pineview Community Kindergarten where we take turns 

to visit between the two services throughout the year. 

CHILDREN & COMMUNITY SERVICES 

COCKBURN

•	 Woolworths Coolbellup

•	 Bunnings Bibra Lake

•	 City of Cockburn

•	 Pineview Community 

Kindergarten

•	 Meerilinga Training College

•	 ADHD WA

•	 South West Metropolitan 

Parenting service

•	 Edith Cowan University

•	 Linkwest

•	 At Work

•	 Murdoch 

University

•	 Leeming SHS

•	 Harrisdale SHS

•	 Cahoots

•	 Alexander 

•	 City of Fremantle

•	 Kardinya PS

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

“So much  
engagement with the 

natural environment this 
week! Amongst many other 
exciting things to do. Love 
the idea of a surprise bag. 

Thanks for  
sharing the week.”

Pre-Kindy Parent
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OUR YEAR IN FOCUS
This year, High Wycombe celebrated our most successful NAIDOC 

week community event to date, with over 80 participants and 

community partners coming together to celebrate and recognise 

the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander peoples. This celebration and learning of culture, 

traditions and customs of the land where we learn and play was further  

embedded with our Nesting Box workshop, where children, families and 

community came together to build 4 nesting boxes, in which our Totem, the 

Dumarlark, took residency. 

High Wycombe has continued to take a growing role in the local community to support with cost-of-

living hardships such as food support and sustainability outcomes like our annual community plant 

swap day, share a “Hills Christmas project” and “Little Street Library” initiative. 

Volunteering at High Wycombe has thrived with a total of 5 volunteers that contributed their time, 

skills and knowledge for the benefit of community and nurtured their sense of belonging and 

wellbeing among people within our social and physical environments.

CHILDREN & COMMUNITY SERVICES  

HIGH WYCOMBE

•	 Foodbank WA

•	 Woolworths Forrestfield 

•	 Bunnings Kalamunda 

•	 Mr Stephen Price MLA

•	 Child and Adolescent Community  

Health Nurse 

•	 High Wycombe Library 

•	 City of Kalamunda Youth and  

Community Development 

•	 Communicare 

•	 Zig Zag Early Years Partnership 

•	 Kalamunda Toy Library 

•	 Meerilinga Training College 

•	 Kalamunda Performers

•	 Zanthorrea and Swan View  

Plant Nursery. 

•	 Edith Cowan University 

•	 Deloitte 

•	 Landcare 

•	 Royal Life Saving  

Association WA

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

•	 Cancer Council WA

•	 Edney PS

•	 Maida Vale PS

“We have been a part of the 
Meerilinga High Wycombe 

community for close to 2 years. 
We enjoy it so much, we will 

continue to attend the centre 
even after we move homes 

further from the service.

Thanks so much!”

Pre-Kindy Parent

“Nathaneil has really  
loved participating in both  

play groups this last term, he  
just loves being around the other 

children and playing in all the 
activities you have available  
on the day. We look forward  

to returning soon and  
thank you for having us.”

Playgroup Parent
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OUR YEAR IN FOCUS
Over the 2023 – 2024 focus has been on establishing 

the Meerilinga Hilton Early Learning Program. We are 

now licensed and the program for children 2.5 years 

to 4 years that runs Tuesday to Friday from 8.30am 

to 2.30pm. In preparation for the program to start 

we have been offering drop in play mornings. These 

have proved very successful with families enjoying 

the flexibility of seeing what we offer and meeting  

our Educators. 

Another highlight was our July school holiday activity 

- “Make it Morning” where we made pizzas and, using 

recycled resources from REmida, let our imaginations go wild 

making all sorts of amazing creations. 16 children attended this 

activity with their families. Feedback was very positive with one child 

(10 year) saying he “was going to cook pizzas every Friday for his family from 

now on!” 

Hilton has partnered with CAHOOTS to deliver the “CHAMPS - CAHOOTS Hearts and Mind 

Program.” CHAMPS is an innovative holistic art program, designed to improve mental and 

emotional health amongst primary school aged children living with a disability or at disadvantage. 

The families that have attended have enjoyed the program with one parent saying she “enjoyed 

the range of activities and using art to explore mindfulness and emotions.”

CHILDREN & COMMUNITY SERVICES HILTON

•	 City of Fremantle including  

Fremantle Toy Library,  

Buster, and the 

Community 

Development Team 

•	 Fremantle Women’s 

Health Centre 

•	 CAHOOTS

•	 Hilton Precinct 

•	 Autism WA

•	 Hilton Child Health 

Centre 

•	 Hilton Dads 

•	 Imagined Futures

•	 Bunnings O’Connor

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS
“I had lots of fun  

learning how to make 
pizzas. I have never cooked 
anything before and now 

that I know I can make 
delicious pizza I am going to 
learn to cook more things. 

Maybe I will be a chef!”

(child aged 11 years)

“Thank you for  
making your Centre  

available to us for our 
daughter’s birthday party.  
We love coming here – our 
children love the outdoor 

space and the Centre is well 
equipped. We can have fun 

and relax in a child safe  
and friendly space.”

Community Member
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CHILDREN & COMMUNITY SERVICES KINGSLEY

•	 Lions Club Kingsley/Woodvale

•	 Woolworths Kingsway

•	 Bunnings Wangara

•	 Bakers delight Kingsley

•	 Jessica Stojkovski MLA

•	 Royal Lifesaving WA

•	 Miss Cuppity

•	 St John WA

•	 Film Bites

•	 Joey’s Ice cream

•	 City of Joondalup Youth Team

•	 Soo Bahk Do

•	 Cancer Council of Western 

Australia

•	 COTA

•	 Services Australia

•	 Spiers Centre

•	 Dalmain primary

•	 Ngala

•	 Playgroup WA

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS

“Thank you so  
much for all you do 
for the community. 
Providing the food 
donations is such a 

great support.” 

Community  

Member

“It is always a comfort  
when leaving my child in  

the care of Meerilinga Kingsley.  
The transition always goes 

smoothly, and I feel the balance 
of structure and play really helps 

my child thrive in this learning 
environment. Everyone is always 
so warm, welcoming, and easy to 

approach. My son always looks 
forward to returning each week. 

We couldn’t be happier.”  
Tameryn Clay,

Parent

OUR YEAR IN FOCUS
At Kingsley, our support for senior engagement continued to grow by 

hosting several social events and provisions:

•	 Cuppachinos social group met weekly.

•	 ‘Bring a Senior to Playgroup’ Day.

•	 Seniors Week lunch.

•	 Food insecurity weekly support in partnership with Woolworths 

Kingsway and Bakers Delight Kingsley.

•	 Free Planning for Retirement workshop, in partnership with the 

The Spiers Centre Inc. and Services Australia.

Our support and partnerships with other parties continued to flourish 

by providing some workshops:

•	 Dalmain Primary School partnership led to a playgroup for the children 

attending in 2024 to form friendships and develop pre-school readiness 

skills including meeting their new teachers and principal.

•	 Ngala Parenting Support.

•	 Cancer Council of WA provided a “Guiding and Understanding Children’s 

Behaviour 2-5 years” workshop.

•	 ‘Packed with Goodness Healthy Lunchbox’ workshop was hosted free 

for families to attend.

Many fun-filled and exciting activities were organised during each school 

holiday break with successful attendance numbers for:

•	 Cooking classes for 8 year olds plus.

•	 First Aid Storytime and Ambulance visit.

•	 Sewing workshop.

•	 Special Effects Makeup workshop.
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OUR YEAR IN FOCUS

The Woodvale service was nominated and won the Excellence in Best 

Practice award for its sustainability initiatives. Some of the initiatives 

included:

•	� Offering a ‘TerraCycle’ public drop-off point for items that cannot be 

placed in yellow bins.

•	 St Nic’s Recycling Centre Sub-Hub.

• 	�Pledges to reduce plastic within our service and utilising ReMida 

for resources (e.g. paper and drawing utensils).

• 	� Purchasing second-hand resources to continue the circular 

economy.

This year we continued to work closely with our community on 

sustainability projects including hosting:

•	 Free sustainable living workshops.

•	� The popular free clothing swap returned in April for the third 

time and will continue three times a year. Former parent and 

sustainability champion, Jessica Bennison, organised a clothing collection 

at our community service and coordinated the setup, which was attended 

by over 200 people. “Take what you need, give what you can” is the motto.

We were proud to count Educator Louise as our sustainability champion and 

to cultivate our partnership with our equally passionate community.

Woodvale and Kingsley services succeeded in the WA Youth Week Grant 

application this year, allowing them to host three amazing community events.  

A highlight was the joint event at Shepherds Bush which featured the City 

of Joondalup Youth truck, the Lions Club Kingsley, and Woodvale hosting a 

sausage sizzle, along with an ice cream truck providing free ice cream

Many thanks to our Volunteers:

Eira (our gardening expert), Charmaine, Jane and George (Woolworths Food 

Diversion Program and Meals with Mates volunteers), Chantal (room support).

Many thanks to our student placement partners: 

Edith Cowan University 

West Coast Secondary Education Support Centre

CHILDREN & COMMUNITY SERVICES 

WOODVALE

“My daughter is  
enjoying her time at Bindi  
Kindy and looks forward to  

going every week. The staff are  
absolutely lovely and I feel very 
comfortable with the care they 

provide. My daughter speaks  
fondly of them and looks forward 
to seeing them. I love the learning 

opportunities at Bindi Kindy  
and overall community spirit.”

Sandra, 

Bindi Kindi Parent

“We came from a  
large daycare to  

Meerilinga Woodvale  
and we are so happy we  
have made the change.  

I know my girls are adored 
and I feel so safe having  
them with your team.”

Annalise, 

Pre-Kindy Parent

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

•	 Lions Club Kingsley-Woodvale

•	 Woolworths Woodvale

•	 Jessica Stojkovski MLA

•	 Woodvale Library

•	 City of Joondalup Youth Team

•	 Julie Ormston and Partners 

•	 Soo Bahk Do

•	 Autism Association of 

Western Australia 

•	 CARAD

•	 Perth Academy of  

Performing Arts 

•	 Sunset Coast Disc Golf 

•	 North Woodvale PS

•	 Bunnings Wangara

•	 NGALA

•	 Communicare

•	 Inclusion Support 



PARENTING SERVICES

98% of parents that attended a parenting 

program with SWMPS said it made a difference 

to them and their families. 98% of parents said 

they felt more confident in their parenting role 

and they felt more connected to services in 

their community. 

A highlight for Meerilinga Parenting Service  

over 2023 – 2024 had been the continued 

collaboration with our partners and 

stakeholders. These relationships provided 

us with the opportunity to work alongside 

families, community, and service providers to 

ensure we understood the needs of families 

and supported them and their children to 

thrive. An example being the relationship we 

developed with Fremantle Womens’ Health 

Centre to support the delivery of the Sunflower 

Co design Playgroup. 

Parents continued to engage with and expressed 

appreciation and support for self-placed learning 

options by accessing webinars and podcasts. 

Generally, workshops were presented over a 

minimum of two hours and are interactive. The 

webinar format was presented over 30 minutes 

and was didactic, with the opportunity for 

attendees to ask questions at the conclusion 

(when recording stops). Registrants could then 

listen in to the recording at a time that suited 

them. Feedback (via email) included:

•	� “Having the recording was fantastic as I was 

able to listen and take notes while I worked :) 

If anything I thought the session could have 

gone for longer, delving into more tools we 

could use, but it’s a good length for a high 

level overview.” 

•	� “It is such a great initiative that you offer 

these webinars now. As with work and other 

commitments, it is difficult to attend in 

person workshops during the week days.” 

•	� “Lately, I have been following your events 

and webinars online and I always find them 

insightful and enriching.” 

•	� “Many thanks for providing 

such great resources.”

•	� “What a great 

initiative to have 

these resources 

ready to 

distribute to 

people who 

want them!” 

•	� “All I’m writing 

to say is “WOW!” 

so much different 

support for families 

and I love it!”

Parenting is the most important job in the world. We know that when parents 

thrive, our children thrive. Meerilinga Parenting Service, in partnership with 

Cockburn Parenting Service and KEYS Parenting Service, continued to work 

with families with children, birth to 18 years of age, across the South West Metropolitan region.  

This partnership is known as the South West Metropolitan Parenting Service (SWMPS).

28
WORKSHOPS 
DELIVERED

18
COURSES  
COMPLETED

48
PARENTS  

PROVIDED  
ONE-ON-ONE 

SUPPORT

12 WEBINAR 
EPISODES 

5
PODCAST 
EPISODES

PARTICIPATED IN  
COMMUNITY EVENTS  

AND ACTIVITIES 12

SOUTH WEST METROPOLITAN 

PARENTING SERVICE
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MOORT DANDJOO KAADADJINY 
(FAMILY TOGETHER LEARNING)  
PROGRAM

Moort Danjoo Kaadadjiny is an early children 

education and support (playgroup) program for 

First Nation families with children from birth to 

3 years of age. The program is designed and led 

by Elders and First Nation staff. The playgroup is 

a collaboration between Telethon Kids Institute, 

Caralee Community School and Meerilinga 

Children and Community Services, funded 

by Lotterywest. The playgroup operates each 

Tuesday and Thursday mornings during school 

terms at Caralee Community School. Activities 

include Noongar language lessons, storytelling, 

arts and craft and yarning with Elders about 

what support helps children to thrive. 

SUCCESS STORY

Building on the success 

of our regular Family 

Fun Time pop up 

park play sessions, 

we ran ‘Babies’ Big 

Day Out’ to support 

infant and maternal 

mental health. 

The session was a 

collaboration with the 

City of Melville.   Service 

providers included Willagee 

Library, Fremantle Women’s 

Health Centre, and an Ayurveda Massage 

Therapist. 

Babies’ Big Day Out focused on mums, dads 

and carers of babies in their first year of life, 

and included activities - including rhyme time, 

games, and play ideas as well as information and 

suggestions to promote maternal mental health. 

Attendees received a free resource - Meerilinga 

Play Cards - with suggestions for play activities 

with babies.

Over 40 parents, 40 children and 6 grand parents 

attended Babies’ Big Day Out.

PARENTING SERVICES

Hand in Hand Parenting course:

“I find the Hand in Hand Parenting tools are 

so reassuring. Whenever anything is bugging 

you about your parenting or your home life, 

you can ask,  

“Have I forgotten one of these things or 

dropped one of these things?” It helps to 

give you ideas going forward. And it is very 

customisable to your situation, your family 

and your family values. It is so helpful to  

have that there all the time.” 

•	 KEYS

•	 City of Cockburn / Cockburn Parenting Service 

•	 Fremantle Women’s Health Service 

•	 City of Melville

•	 City of Fremantle

•	 City of Kwinana

•	 Port School’s Young Parent Centre

•	 Caralee Community School 

•	 Palmyra Primary School

•	 Hilton Dads 

•	 The Bridge Project

•	 State Library of WA and Better Beginnings

•	 Connecting Community for Kids 

•	 The Fathering Project

•	 Playgroup WA

•	 Multicultural Futures

•	 Multicultural Australia

•	 Fremantle Rockingham Family support Network 

•	 Fiona Stanley Hospital  

– Social Workers, Mother Baby Unit 

•	 Child Health Centres 

•	 Imagined Futures 

•	 ADHD WA 

•	 Autism WA

•	 United Way WA

•	 Cockburn Early Years Network

OUR COMMUNITY PARTNERS 

“Thanks so much for this morning. We loved  

joining in with rhyme time and the free  

coffee, book for my little one and  

massage was wonderful”

“We have had a lovely fun morning with our 

granddaughter and daughter. Lots of lovely  

people to talk to, helpful information and a  

new book to read!”
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TRAINING COLLEGE

After completing a thorough strategic analysis of the College, it was 

exciting to embark on a journey to execute the new strategic 

plan for MTC. This included focused marketing to promote 

classroom-based training and traineeships, including the 

new school-based traineeships product for year 11 and 12 

students. Many new opportunities were utilised: a more 

prominent presence at the annual Careers Expo Perth at 

the Perth Convention and Exhibition Centre which included 

an on-stage presentation by the MTC Advisor, as well as 

representation at other significant events such as the 

Annual ECEC industry Conference, Catholic School Careers 

Expo, and the Industry Skills Expo. 

Part of the strategic plan was also to increase partnerships with 

numerous Early Childhood Education and Care Services across the 

metro area and in the south-west to host Certificate III and Diploma 

Traineeships. This led to an increase in Traineeship numbers of 50%  

from 2023. 

Another aspect of the plan was to design a dedicated 

website for MTC. After much anticipation and hard work 

a new, concise, informative and user-friendly website was 

launched. It is anticipated that the website will significantly 

contribute to the transition of enquiries into enrolments 

for future classes. 

MTC continued to work collaboratively with the Department 

of Training and Workforce Development (DTWD) to 

implement the Job Ready Program, which provides 

prospective Cert III students with the opportunity to “get a 

feel for” Early Childhood education by doing 4 units of the Cert 

III qualification. MTC was nominated by Workskill as the preferred 

provider for training the Job Ready Program for their clients in July 2024.

MTC also continued to nurture the partnership with Community Skills WA (CSWA) as we work 

together to position MTC at the forefront to train emerging Early Childhood Education and Care 

courses like the potential Certificate II course to be run as a pilot by MTC. 

Each month MTC was represented at Career Development Association networking breakfasts  

and engaged with school career guidance teachers, VET coordinators, and a number of 

representatives from DTWD, Dept of Training and Jobs and Skills.

HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS 

Meerilinga Training College (MTC) ’s most significant highlight this year has 

been the outstanding result of the once-in-seven-years re-registration audit. The outright 

compliance outcome of 100% is testimony of all the hard work to meet the standards of 

quality education and it provides the College with a wonderful runway for the next 7 years. 
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TRAINING COLLEGE

After the audit, MTC embarked on creating 

a culture of continuous improvement to 

ensure all aspects of the training processes 

continue to deliver on the quality 

education standards, students’ learning 

support, optimising the learning 

management system and ensuring 

quality assurance of training and 

assessment content and outcomes.

In many ways the past year has been a 

challenging one as the team reset and 

planned for the future. But it was also a 

very fulfilling year with many breakthrough 

outcomes which gives hope for even better 

years to come. 

About one of our trainees 

Enterprise trainee Sarah anxiously commenced her Certificate III as a  

classroom-based student at our Beechboro service. Despite many challenges of 

being a single mum with five children and doubting her own abilities, having not 

studied for a long time, Sarah overcame her nerves and rose to meet the challenge. 

Halfway through her classroom course, Sarah successfully transitioned into a 

traineeship at our High Wycombe service. Having completed her Certificate III, Sarah 

has recently signed up to start her Diploma. MTC is proud to support Sarah through 

the next stage of her learning journey.



A heartfelt thank you to all of the generous  

and compassionate individuals, volunteers, staff, 

government departments, community organisations,  

local businesses and communities who partnered  

with us or gave generously to the children, families and  

communities we served in 2023-2024. 

Thank you for  your continuous support in helping  

us promote positive childhoods and for being a  

part of the work that we do at Meerilinga.  

We are forever grateful.

A SPECIAL  
THANK YOU

25



Meerilinga Children and Community  

Services Ballajura 

2 Community Mews, Ballajura WA 6066 

9249 6980 

ballajura@meerilinga.org.au

Meerilinga Children and Community  

Services Beechboro  

106 Amazon Drive, Beechboro WA 6063 

9377 4749 

beechboro@meerilinga.org.au

Meerilinga Connecting Families in Bullsbrook 

6 Eden Drive Bullsbrook WA 6084 

0417 690 127 

bullsbrook@meerilinga.org.au

Meerilinga Children and Community  

Services Cockburn 

219 Winterfold Road, Coolbellup WA 6163 

9331 2211 

cockburn@meerilinga.org.au

Meerilinga Children and Community  

Services High Wycombe 

104 Edney Road, High Wycombe WA 6057 

9454 7198 

highwycombe@meerilinga.org.au

Meerilinga Children and Community  

Services Hilton 

85 Rennie Crescent South, Hilton WA 6163 

9331 2211 

hilton@meerilinga.org.au

Meerilinga Children and Community  

Services Kingsley 

48 Peregrine Drive, Kingsley WA 6026 

9309 4174 

kingsley@meerilinga.org.au

Meerilinga Children and Community  

Services Woodvale 

30 Chichester Drive, Woodvale WA 6026 

9309 3462 

woodvale@meerilinga.org.au

Meerilinga Training College

meerilingatrainingcollege.org.au

9489 4034

mtc@meerilinga.org.au

PO Box 144 Ballajura WA 6066

enquiries@meerilinga.org.au

9489 4022

meerilinga.org.au

meerilingatrainingcollege.org.au

childrensweekwa.org.au


